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        Turkey’s Anti-PKK Operation and “Development Road” in Iraq Are Two Sides of the Same Coin
        
      
              Turkey's intertwining of its mega project and its anti-PKK operation improves the chances of success for both elements. But this interconnection can be a double-edged sword—if one element fails, it may potentially hinder the success of the other.
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            The Continuing Threat of ISIS in Iraq after the Withdrawal of the International Coalition

          


    
      
              Without active and continuous deterrence, ISIS forces may look to take advantage of the deteriorating security and governance situation in areas formerly under their control.
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            Avoiding Iranian-Backed Iraqi Militias’ Political Takeover in the Shadow of a U.S. Withdrawal

          


    
      
              Washington and allies should find ways to increase the cost to Iraqi politicians of normalizing the militias’ role and the subordination of the Iraqi state to Tehran’s rulers.
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            China’s Governance Workshops Seek to Promote China’s Brand in the Middle East

          


    
      
              China is increasingly backing up its narrative of good governance by providing governance training to foreign officials in an attempt to develop the Chinese brand in the Middle East.
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            Egypt Polling Shows Rise in Positive Views of Hamas; Iran-Backed Groups and the Muslim Brotherhood Remain Unpopular

          


    
      
              While Hamas has experienced a surge of popular support in Egypt, these views have not impacted those who say that they have a positive view of the Muslim Brotherhood. Iran’s proxies, namely Hezbollah and the Houthis, remained deeply unpopular among Egyptians.
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            In the Shadow of Hezbollah-Israel Escalation, Poll Shows Slim Majority of Lebanese Still Want Focus on Domestic Reforms over “Foreign Wars”

          


    
      
              The question of Hezbollah’s role in the conflict—or relative lack thereof—is a matter of interpretation within Lebanon. In contrast, support for Hamas is more widespread across Lebanese society, although very positive views are especially concentrated in the Shia community.
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            New Poll Sheds Light on Saudi Views of Israel-Hamas War

          


    
      
              Positive views of Hamas receive a jump while remaining the minority opinion among Saudi citizens; most agree that Israel is “weak and divided.”
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        The Federal Supreme Court’s Role in Iraq’s Eroding Democracy
        
      
              Iraq is in real danger of losing its checks and balances and failing as a constitutional democracy due to the rapid collapse of a separation of powers.
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            A House Divided: Can Kurdistan Preserve Its Autonomy?

          


    
      
              The KRG’s autonomy hangs in the balance, caught in a pincer movement between internal political discord and a history of externally imposed limitations. The recent court rulings are merely the latest blow, further restricting the KRG’s ability to govern itself.




      
    


        
      Mar 27, 2024 

              ◆
        	Ruwayda Mustafah


          

      



              

          
                  
  
  
    
    
            
  
  
              [image: KRG and Iraq flags, Erbil]




      



      
    
              
          Fikra Forum
          
        

                

  

    
    
          Fikra Forum

            Obstacles and Options in Baghdad-Erbil Negotiations

          


    
      
              By finding lasting solutions in coordination with both parties, relations can be mended and the gridlock and animosity that is crippling cooperation between the two parties can be put to an end.
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            Between Power Sharing and Power Consolidation: The Impact of Iraq’s Provincial Elections Results

          


    
      
              The Coalition Framework’s overall electoral successes in Iraq’s provincial elections is playing out in governor appointment decisions across much of the country, including in Baghdad and Basra. The ongoing competition in Kirkuk, however, highlights just how complicated power-sharing dynamics can become.
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            Taking Advantage of a Window of Opportunity in the KRG-Baghdad Gas Standoff

          


    
      
              By outlining a strategy in the north of Iraq, a vision regarding reconciliation and a constructive settlement of differences between the Kurdistan Regional Government and the Federal Government of Iraq in relation to the management of energy resources in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq can emerge.
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            Iran is Attempting to Push the United States out of Syria via Hasaka Province

          


    
      
              Using multiple militias and operating units, Tehran aims to drive the Americans out of eastern Syria, fill the resulting security vacuum, and assert indirect control.
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            With the Gaza War, the Possibility of a Syrian Transition Is Even More Remote

          


    
      
              Syrians inside the country and in refugee states await a true miracle, especially with their cause becoming highly internationalized and overshadowed by global events like the Gaza war.
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        David Pollock: A Retrospective
        
      
              David’s endless optimism, insightful and entertaining anecdotes, and thoughtful comments on his colleagues’ work were all defining features of his time at The Washington Institute. His mentorship will undoubtedly continue to inspire the dozens of young professionals who worked with him, continuing his legacy.
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            Sudanese Women Trapped Between Conflict and Political Marginalization in Peace Negotiations

          


    
      
              Now more than ever, it is crucial to effectively include women's issues in peace talks and transitional negotiations, ensuring that their representation is proportionate to their realities and contributions to society.
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            Iran in Sudan: Fears of a Sudanese Popular Mobilization Forces

          


    
      
              Given the ways in which Iranian influence has grown elsewhere in the region, there are fears that the Sudanese army, with its Islamist orientation, will morph into a militia group similar to the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces, ultimately exerting Iran’s will in exchange for funding and military support.
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            RSF’s Battle Successes in Sudan: The Consequences of Legitimizing Hemedti

          


    
      
              The group’s success on the battlefield against the Sudanese armed forces is riven by Hemedti’s personal aspirations bolstered by regional players that see him as a new ally in a future Sudanese state.
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            Cairo: Stuck between Securing the Red Sea and Avoiding a Perception of Support for Israel

          


    
      
              Despite economic losses, Egypt is still hesitant to participate in any direct military operations to deter the Houthis. Cairo believes that it is more appropriate to work towards ending the military operations in the Gaza Strip and launching a political process, rather than opening a new front to expand the conflict in the Middle East.
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            Better Late than Never: Bahrain’s Attitude Towards the Red Sea Defense Coalition

          


    
      
              The multinational security operation Prosperity Guardian—of which Bahrain is a member—has the potential to protect trade in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, curb piracy and armed robbery on commercial ships, preserve supply and energy chains, and enhance regional security and prosperity.
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            A Libyan Solution to a Libyan Challenge

          


    
      
              Perhaps now is the time for the United Nations to step back. It is also time for our leaders, from East and West, to recognize that a joint way forward is possible.
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            Tunisia at the Crossroads:  What Role for the United States in a Multipolar World?

          


    
      
              The United States, in recognizing the limits of its traditional “bloc-building” approach, faces the imperative to adapt to a multipolar reality. Embracing multipolarity as a fundamental principle of its foreign policy could pave the way for more flexible and effective international engagements.
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              While Rome is attempting to position itself to serve as a gateway into European markets for natural gas from Africa
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              The relationship between Human Rights Watch and Moroccan state institutions has been notably tense recently, likely due to HRW’s assessments
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            A Pathway to Addiction: Tracing Drug-Trafficking Networks in Lebanon’s Roumieh Prison

          


    
      
              Roumieh’s drug networks have been an ongoing and pervasive challenge for Lebanon.
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            The Devastating Impact of Lebanon’s Environmental Failures

          


    
      
              International cooperation and support—with appropriate safeguarding measures to prevent the misappropriation of funds—are crucial for Lebanon to effectively combat environmental degradation and work toward a more sustainable future.
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            Navigating Cybersecurity and Surveillance: Iran's Dual Strategy for National Security

          


    
      
              While Iranian officials acknowledge the significance of cyber tools and AI for foreign policy, they are acutely aware of the country’s financial and scientific limitations.
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            How Iran-Backed Groups Control the Arabic Language Sphere on X

          


    
      
              Until Twitter’s moderation policies are strictly enforced and moderation loopholes addressed, coordinated efforts will continue to target independent anti-Hezbollah and anti-Hamas voices on X/Twitter while effectively sharing their own messaging, thus ensuring that in the Middle East, Iran-backed actors maintain their grip on the site.
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            Women’s Dress in Iran: From the Islamic Sitr to the Political Hijab

          


    
      
              The Islamic Republic’s position that it is merely carrying out a religious mandate is disingenuous, as is clear from Khomeini’s own religious writings and from the history of the hijab in Iran. Whereas the concept of sitr remains separated from politics in Iran, the hijab is now unequivocally a political concept.
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            Iran-Aligned Armed Groups Are Endangering Jordan’s National Security

          


    
      
              Today, there is a fear of the resurgence of threats to Jordan from its eastern borders, which are de-facto controlled by armed groups loyal to Iran.
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            The Impact of the War in Gaza on Israel-Jordan Cooperation

          


    
      
              The Gaza war’s impact on Jordan has been significant and at times uncontrolled, with a primary focus on demands to halt all forms of “bilateral cooperation” with Israel. However, the implementation of the energy for water project is likely only a matter of time, although contingent on cessation of hostilities.
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            What Does the War in Gaza Mean for Jordan's National Security?

          


    
      
              Amman worries that the war in Gaza will increase Hamas’s domestic popularity and embolden the group’s supporters—especially with Jordan’s upcoming parliamentary elections in August 2024.
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            Oman’s Facilitation Efforts with the Houthis on Hold

          


    
      
              While Qatar mediates with Hamas over Gaza, Oman’s facilitation efforts with the Houthis appear to be in abeyance pending recognition that a broader settlement is needed to secure regional stability.
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            Yemeni Honey Production: An Ancient Craft Drawing Modern Attention

          


    
      
              There is no question that promoting economic growth and improving the ability of Yemenis to make a living is one approach to breaking the cycle of poverty and violence in the country, but progress should also be tied to Yemeni culture and to environmental challenges to make it more sustainable.
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